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Policy on Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)

Intent

At Sutton Manor, we believe that learning a foreign language is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-cultural society and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster children’s curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world. 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

1. understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

2. speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation

3. can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt

4. discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.

At Sutton Manor, our main aim is to introduce a love and interest of the country, culture and language of Spain to all of our children. We hope to embed the essential skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing whilst building the children’s knowledge of similarities and differences between cultures.
It is our aim that when our children leave Sutton Manor, they will be able to speak basic Spanish. Through their Spanish learning at Sutton Manor, we hope that our children will have developed a curiosity and confidence to be able to explore other countries, cultures and languages. They will understand the importance of the inclusion of other cultures and languages. They will be engaged and prepared to continue language learning at Secondary School and beyond.

Implementation

At Sutton Manor, our MFL curriculum has been designed to progressively develop skills in Spanish. 

We are currently using the Primary Languages Network scheme of work to plan and deliver our Spanish lessons. Through these lessons, children study a wide variety of units that will progress their skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Where possible, units are linked to class topics and ‘seasonal’ lessons are delivered where appropriate. 

Through the PLN, we use a variety of the following techniques to encourage children to have an active and enjoyable engagement with Spanish:

· Games – in order to develop vocabulary through repetition, reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.
· Role-play – these often relate to the situations the children may find themselves in in the future.
· Action songs and rhymes – to develop phonetic skills, memory skills and to further vocabulary.
· Reading and writing quality materials.
Throughout each unit of the PLN, children also have the opportunity to listen to native Spanish speakers and regularly, children listen to and appreciate Spanish songs, stories and poems. At the end of each unit (usually at the end of every half term), children complete a short assessment to gauge their learning within Spanish and records are kept throughout the year of each child’s progress.

All children in Key Stage 2 are taught Spanish in a weekly discreet lesson for 45 minutes. These lessons are delivered by the class teacher or MFL lead, Miss Johnson.

At Sutton Manor, some Spanish vocabulary is taught in EYFS and Key Stage 1 where possible to better equip and engage children for their upcoming Spanish learning in Key Stage 2. 

Impact

Through the high quality first teaching of Spanish taking place in Sutton Manor, we will see the impact of the subject in the following ways:
· Children will become aware that a language has a structure, and that the structure differs from one language to another.
· Children will develop their language and communication through development of the four key skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing.
· Children will enrich their language learning by developing an understanding of the Spanish culture.
· Children will be well prepared to continue and develop their language skills in secondary school and beyond.

Staff (and the children themselves) track the children’s progress in Spanish by using the end-of-unit assessments from the PLN. This also helps teachers to plan for future lessons. 
Management and Training: 
The subject is managed by the Languages Co-ordinator. To ensure the language skills of staff are developed and sustained, the school are members of the Primary Languages Network. This provides all the materials, resources and support sound files and activities to enable the school to ensure progression in language learning across the four core skills and also the DfE 12 Attainment Targets. Currently, class teachers teach 30-45 minutes of Spanish in KS2 each week. The co-ordinator will advise, work with and guide staff when required. 

The Curriculum: 
Our school follows the Primary Languages Network scheme of work. It is a live scheme which is continually updated and revised in order to meet with current curriculum standards. Alongside the planning provided, the network also enriches this through accompanying PowerPoints, podcasts (spoken by native speakers), links to authentic literature, songs, games, culture points of reference and links to appropriate websites.  

Teaching and Learning: 
To promote an active learning of languages, a range of teaching methods are implemented to ensure that the children are developing their linguistic skills through listening, speaking, reading and writing in order to be secondary ready. Activities can consist of actions, rhymes, stories, song, drama, grammar focus, video clips, air writing, sentence structure, dictionary work and many more creative ways to extend, embed and combine language skills.  

Assessment: 
Currently, an assessment is taken once every term (autumn, spring, summer) through a ‘Puzzle it Out’ assessment activity in KS2.  The results of these assessments will help the class teacher to determine if a child is at the age-related expectations in MFL.  

Monitoring: 
The co-ordinator, along with a Senior Leader, monitors planning, and spoken and written evidence of progress in learning. The school is working toward effective progress across the four years of KS2. Teachers can also access training in monitoring via the PLN VLE and MFL staff meetings are scheduled throughout the academic year to encourage staff and upskill their Spanish.   

Continuing Personal Development: 
The MFL coordinator attends, (as part of the Primary Languages Network) coordinators’ CPD and the annual PLN conference. All staff have access to the PLN VLE, all its materials and lesson by lesson planning.
Teaching and Learning Overview
Teaching is in line with the recommendations of the National Curriculum, with modifications in place which allow for the individual and differentiated needs of the children. It takes full account of the different experiences, strengths and interests of the children whilst also complying with the requirements and guidance on inclusion
 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources
· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation
· can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt
· discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.
Organisation
Spanish is taught in a whole-class setting, by class teachers for 30-45 minutes each week.  The register is taken each day in Spanish is every class.  Planning is taken from the Primary Languages Network and uses materials from both Early Start and LCP to complement the teaching.  There is a school VLE provided by the Primary Languages Network and teachers can access this for ideas and support.
The lessons are designed to motivate and encourage children and are mainly practical in focus. They have clear, achievable objectives and incorporate different learning styles. SEN children have access to the curriculum through variation of task, grouping or support from an adult.
Spanish lessons provide a variety of sources to model the language, use games and songs to maximise enjoyment and make as many connections to real life situations as possible. Lessons focus on speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Where appropriate, children record written work in books which are passed through the years and become a portfolio of their learning. 
The curriculum that we follow is based on the guidance given in the revised National Curriculum. 

We teach the children to know and understand how to:

· ask and answer questions;

· use correct pronunciation and intonation;

· memorise words;

· interpret meaning;

· understand basic grammar;

· use dictionaries;

· work in pairs and groups, and communicate in the other language;

· look at life in another culture.

 

In KS1, children are introduced to foreign languages through the use of games and songs and these resources are provided by the subject leader.
Resources
The Primary Languages Network provides a VLE area and many learning tools and games for staff to access. Books, puppets, maps, dictionaries, songs and stories are available to make the lessons varied and lively.
 

Assessment and record keeping
Formal assessments are made at the end of each term or the end of a particular unit.  These assessments are provided by the Primary Languages Network and assess in the four main areas: Listening; Speaking; Reading; Writing.
These assessments are then used by the class teacher and Spanish co-ordinator to determine whether a child is meeting age-related expectations in MFL. 
Recordings of children conversation and questions are regularly made.
 

Monitoring and evaluation
The MFL Subject leader monitors planning and delivery on a termly basis. Findings are shared with the SLT and the MFL SEF is updated as appropriate.  
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