FRIDAY 1ST APRIL 2022

S.M.I.L.E.
NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of our School,
I cannot believe that we have reached the end of our Spring term, doesn't time fly! This
term has been full of exciting learning opportunities for our children!
This week, it was lovely to welcome back our families to our Easter Crafts sessions and
Easter Bingo! What a great turn out, thank you so much for making the time to come, it
brought a real buzz back to school. We have also attended St Michael's church this
week to deliver our Easter service, the children were incredible, read beautifully and
sang very well. Last Friday, the hall was filled with 'special ladies' as Early Years and KS1
sang and presented gifts as part of our Mother's Day Assembly, again a lovely
atmosphere in school, thank you for your time.
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Other highlights this term include:
Classes enjoyed a Shake up Shakespeare Day with Altru Drama
Y3/4 and Y5/6 took part in girls' football tournaments
Y5 and 6 went to see a performance by the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in Liverpool
Year 5 have attended 6 weeks of swimming, their progress and confidence in the water has been fantastic, they have
been a credit to us all. Children now have the skills to help them get out of difficulty if they accidently fall into water or
are struggling in water.
Red Nose Day- We raised a whopping £642.57 thank you to everyone for your support and contributions!
As we look forward to next term, we have more events planned to enrich the learning in school. Year 4 will extend their
skills in playing the ukulele, a science week has been planned, Year 6 will be going on their residential visit to Kingswood in
Wales, and we have pencilled in dates for the concerts and sports days! Finally, we will be holding a 'street party'
celebration for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in June.
Also next term, all government statutory assessments will take place, which include, KS1 and KS2 SATs, Y1 phonics
screening check and the Year 4 multiplication check. Results will be sent to the local authority and to the DFE.
Finally, as the term draws to a close, we say a fond farewell to two members of staff- Mrs Lomas and Mrs Isherwood.
Mrs Lomas has been at our school since 2012 and has taught many of the children, I'm sure you will all have fond
memories of her. Mrs Isherwood has been our manager of our Day-care provision and has built fantastic relationships
with the children, the parents and the staff. Both staff members have been truly inspirational and have added so much to
our school, we will miss them. I hope that you join with me to wish them every success in their futures.
I hope that you have a very happy and healthy Easter break, thank you as always for your ongoing support, we look
forward to welcoming the children back after the bank holiday on Tuesday the 19th of April.
Take care,
With best wishes,
M Gladman
Headteacher

Dates for your diary
Please note some of these are subject to change.
Look out for further details on Parent App and Class Dojo.

Easter Holidays

School closes Friday 1st April 3.20pm and
reopens Tuesday 19th April

MAY

Monday 9th - SATS begin
Wednesday 25th - Friday 27th - Y6 at Kingswood

Half Term

School closes Friday 27th May 3.20pm and reopens Tuesday 7th June

JUNE

Tuesday 7th - Jubilee Street Party (subject to change)
Wednesday 8th - Y3 begin swimming lessons
Tuesday 14th - KS1 (Years 1 + 2) Liverpool Philharmonic
w/c Monday 20th - Sports Day Y1 - Y6 (final date to be confirmed)

JULY

Wednesday 6th - EYFS Sports Day (subject to change)
Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th and Friday 8th - Y6 transition days to Sutton
Academy
Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th - School Concert
Friday 15th - EYFS Graduation Assembly
Wednesday 20th - Y6 Leavers' Assembly
An interview

with Jonathan
Hames, the
world's most
School Closes for end of academic year Wednesday
20th July
innovative
at 2:00 pm
person.

Anti Social Behaviour
We are receiving reports that more incidents of anti social behaviour
are being seen across the borough of St Helens, which involves
children as young as 9 and 10. Council and Police are aware of the
'hot spots' and will be tackling this.

Over the Easter break, please can you talk to your children about the
risks that this behaviour can bring, about the dangers of being
pressurised into doing something that they would not want to do and
what to do if they see anything that worries or scares them. Your
child should not be scared to play out with their friends.
Let's work together to keep Sutton Manor a safe and beautiful place,
we are blessed to have such lovely green spaces, parks and shops.
Thank you.

Polite Notice
School Uniform

Jewellery

Please note the school uniform
should be a royal blue jumper or
cardigan (with school badge), white
shirt, black trousers or
skirt/pinafore and black shoes. KS2
are expected to wear a tie. P.E. Kits
are white t-shirt, black shorts or
black pumps. No branded clothing
or hoodies. Please see website for
uniform policy.

The only jewellery allowed in school
are earrings which should be studs
only. Please ask at the office for a
permission slip if not already done
so.

Chewing gum
An interview

No chewing gum
is allowed
in school.
with
Jonathan
If it falls on the Hames,
floor it is really
the hard
to remove.
world's most

innovative

Thank you for your cooperation
person.

Toast
Toast can be purchased
using the school money
app. It will be available
to buy from 3:30pm
Friday until 9:15am
Monday.
------------------£1.00 for KS1 and
£2.00 for KS2 per week.

If your child is not attending
school due to any illness can you
please inform us before 9.30 am.
You can do this by telephoning
the school, contacting Mrs Parr
or using the Absence reporting
form on class dojo.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Coronavirus updated
information
We are still waiting for
official guidance regarding
what to do if your child
has covid. We will pass
the information on as
soon as we know. Please
check your child's class
dojo and the school
website for further details.
Thank you.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT ...
... Year 5
Year 5 have been really busy. They had their first visit to Sutton Academy to take
part in a Science lesson. On Wednesday they attended swimming which is an
important part of their curriculum as it teaches them a vital life skill. Finally, they
visited Chester Lane Library to take part in a BASH challenge. During workshops
they read books specially aimed at their age group.

Year 5 were asked to find out how many drops of water they thought a 2p piece
could hold?
"I had to put droplets of water onto a 2p coin and count how many it held before
spilling onto the table. I really enjoyed it." - Taylor
"I really enjoyed finding out how many drops of water other people could fit onto the
coin before it spilled over." - Thomas

"I really enjoyed the Last Bear, it was a really good book and it was magical." - Thea
"We split into groups to act out the 5 BASH books. It was really funny as we weren't
allowed to speak. The rest of the class had to guess the book." - Summer
"We had to match characters from the five books to their names. I have read Vi Spy
and really enjoyed it as it is thrilling." - Abbie

Road Safety
Nursery, Reception, Years 4 and 6 were visited by the
St Helens Council road safety team.
Nursery and Reception found out that it was important to hold a grown-ups'
hand when they crossed the road and that they had to STOP, LOOK AND
LISTEN. At the end of the session they played some games.
Years 4 and 6 found out the safest places to cross the road and the different
types of crossing they could use. They were advised to wear a helmet while
riding their bikes. Looking at maps of the local area, they planned a route from
one place to another using available cycles lanes. Finally, they had a quiz to see
what they remembered.
"Mummies have to hold children's hands when they are near roads. Children are not to run
in the road." - Theo, Reception
"I loved the part were we had to locate the places in St Helens on a map." - Ruby, Year 4
"In road safety, we learnt to always wear a seat belt to be safe." - Jessie, Year 4
"I learnt that it is illegal to ride a bike on the
pavement." - Erin, Year 6
"Horseriders have a special button to press
when crossing the road." - Matthew, Year 6

World Book Day
2022 is the 25th anniversary of World Book
Day and the theme for this year's event was
'You are a reader'.
Children came into school dressed as a character from one of their
favourite books and throughout the day they took part in lots of
book themed activities.

Football
Several of the girls from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 had the opportunity to
play football matches against other primary schools. They didn't win
every game but they all thoroughly enjoyed trying. They were great
ambassadors for the school and we are really proud of all of them.
Some of them even got to see the trophies both Saints Men's and
Ladies Teams have won this year.

BASH22 (Book Awards St Helens)
Years 1 and 5 had a brilliant time at Chester Lane Library. They met
author and illustrator Liz Million who announced the winning titles.
The 'best colouring competition' was won by Year 1 and the 'best
book review' was won by Year 5. They each won a bundle of
reading books for their class. Congratulations to both classes.

Years 5 and 6 visited the Liverpool Philharmonic on Tuesday 15th March to
take part in a Schools' Concert. The theme was ‘Musical Tracks’. They
listened to the orchestra play songs about migration (people and animals).
Over the last few weeks they have been practising a song and for the finale
they sang the song with all the other schools that were there. Everyone
joined in and the result was amazing.

Our children have been doing lots of exciting activities
today to help raise awareness of the Comic Relief Charity.
Comic Relief's aim is to help the poorest people in the
world and those whose lives have been affected by war
and other hardships. First up was the coin trail. Every child
placed their coins all around the school. It went from the office all the
way through the school and out onto the Foundation Stage playground.
Year 6 had the task of collecting all the money up. There were so many
coins it took them a long time. Throughout the day each class did a
range of activities: competitions, word searches, crosswords, mask
making, quizzes, disco and colouring in. What a lot of fun we all had!

Thanks to your kind generosity we have raised £642.57

Shake Up Shakespeare
Altru Drama visited the school and gave our children the chance to
experience William Shakespeare's plays through the median of acting.
They learnt how to deliver lines in different characters from 'A
Midsummer Nights Dream', 'Hamlet', 'Macbeth' and 'Romeo and Juliet'.

Easter Crafts and Easter Bingo
What a fantastic afternoon the children and some
of their parents/carers had taking part in Easter
crafts. It was lovely to see so many people working
together on their fabulous creations. Well done to
everyone who took part and congratulations to
those who won prizes. Following on from this, the
school held an Easter Bingo night. There was an
amazing turnout. Thank you to all those who came
and congratulations to all the prize winners.

Easter Service at
St Michael's Church
Due to the lifting of covid restrictions, the children were
given the opportunity to visit St Michael's Church where
we held our Easter Service. They listened to the Easter
Story, sang songs and some of our children even got
the chance to speak at the lectern. They all behaved
impeccably on the walk to the church and back and
throughout the service. We are so proud of them all.

Community News
Citizens Advice St. Helens are seeking the views of
parents who are finding difficulty in providing
school uniform for their children. They have
designed this questionnaire to help them to better
understand the impact that the cost of school uniform has on their
everyday budgets. Please use the link below.
http://sthelenscab.org.uk/school-uniform-survey/
All information and data collected will be confidential.

Community News

Ukraine Appeal

Many of you have asked about donating items to aid the humanitarian effort for the victims o
the war in Ukraine. Many thanks for this. If you wish to make a donation, we are collecting
items that have been listed in the St. Helens Star. Staff have volunteered to transport the
donated items to the collection points across the town.
The following items are needed:
First Aid Kits (including sterile dressings, safety pins, antiseptic fluid/cream/spray,
disposable gloves, burn free kits, eye wash)
Battlefield First Aid Kits
Bandages - different widths (including halo chest seals, tourniquets, splints, QuikClot
Combat Gauze, Steri-strips stitches, Triangular bandages, Tourni-Key Plus)
Pain relief eg Paracetamol and Ibuprofen
Blankets, bedding, sleeping bags
Nappies - all ages and all sizes
Powdered Baby Milk and baby feeding bottles
Nappy Rash creams and baby bath lotions
Sanitary products
Warm underclothing including socks
Toiletries including toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap and shampoo
Rucksacks

The archdiocese is also welcoming volunteers to support the appeal, please email:
volunteer@rcaol.org.uk with name and contact details.
You can also follow this link to the website of the Star for
further information and for details on how to make a
monetary donation.
https://www.sthelensstar.co.uk/news/19991151.parishchurch-centres-accepting-donations-ukraine/

